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Welcome
The last time I put pen to paper for the Welcome column, I’d
just taken over Buxton Construction and its subsidiary BHB
Construction from long-time managing director Andrew Briggs.
I’m delighted to report the changes that were made late last
year at executive level and with company shareholdings have
been bedded down seamlessly and the new company structure is
functioning exceptionally well.
Our board has developed a comprehensive strategic corporate
plan to drive Buxton Construction’s continued growth in the
market, ensure its financial viability, maximise exposure to target
markets and strengthen the Buxton brand identity.
One of the principal aspects of the plan focuses on is identifying
opportunities for Buxton to assist – through a collaborative
approach – in the early stages of a project to ensure the client’s
individual requirements are met as a result of our understanding
their specific objectives and the outcomes required.
The plan enunciates the strategies designed to achieve the
company’s short, medium and long term goals and objectives.
Importantly though, it is a “living” document which can be revised
to respond to prevailing conditions.
However, while strategic planning is a mainstay of corporate
operations today, the measure of a construction company
continues to be the quality of its built product and in this regard
there is no room for compromise at Buxton Construction.

Upgrade for Reservoir Primary School
On that note, I’m pleased to say Buxton has had a good start to
2022, being awarded a contract for a staged major upgrade of
Reservoir Primary School involving construction of two new wings
followed by the refurbishment of the original 1920s building.
Along with this, Buxton is preferred builder for other projects and
negotiations are continuing which we’re confident will result in
these undertakings commencing during the current quarter.
The strength of any business organisation depends on the quality
of its people and, as I mentioned in the last edition of Insite, our
policy is to recruit the best and most appropriately qualified
personnel to fill positions with an emphasis on youth wherever
possible.
Speaking of recruitment, we have a number of hand-picked
newcomers to our ranks – introduced in the article headed Meet
our new team members – this year and I wish each of them well
for the future.
Although somewhat belated, I extend my best to everyone for 2022,
hopefully the worst of COVID-19 is behind us!
Good reading!

Stephen Baker
Managing Director

Buxton Construction recently commenced work on the first of two stages of
a major upgrade to provide improved facilities and accommodation for an
additional 150 students at Reservoir Primary School.
Stage one includes relocation of existing buildings on the school grounds
and construction of two discrete structures: a two-storey science,
technology, engineering, arts and maths (STEAM) building and a ground
floor music pavilion.

Reservoir Primary School Exterior

The second stage – to be commenced subsequent to the handing over of
the STEAM building and music pavilion – entails refurbishment of the main
1920s brick school building which incorporates moving existing walls to
create larger classrooms and upgrading facilities to 21st century standards.
Students will move into the newly completed areas while the refurbishment
works are undertaken.
The new buildings feature hollow core pre-cast ground floor slabs – in
preference to the more traditional poured concrete slab – that minimise the
use of resources in their manufacture. Longitudinal plastic cores running
through the slabs decrease weight and material within the floor while not
compromising structural integrity.
Glazing coupled with overhanging pre-cast panels suspended from a
structural steel portal frame – to improve weatherproofing and aid ESD
principles – form the facade of the new buildings while colorbond roofing is
employed.
The logistics of construction activities on the two separated new buildings
– either side of the original structure – together with vehicular movement
to and from the sites as well as the collaboration necessary with the school,
students and residents adds significantly to the complexity of the operations
of the onsite team says Buxton contract administrator Will Briggs.
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“Extreme care needs to be taken to
co-ordinate the segregation of the
Reservoir Primary School Exterior
operational school campus from
the construction zones to ensure
the safety of students, teaching
staff and parents.”
– Will Briggs, Contract Administrator

“Extreme care needs to be taken to co-ordinate the segregation of the
operational school campus from the construction zones to ensure the safety
of students, teaching staff and parents.”

Next stage at Parkville Gardens redevelopment
Parkville Gardens Stage 9 is a 16-level building consisting of
an undercroft, three-level podium and a 12-level tower being
developed by Frasers Property Australia, Citta Property Group
and Development Victoria for Housing First Pty Ltd.

The 6 star, energy rated apartments include environmentally
sustainable design features and a communal space available
for residents’ activities.The dwellings are serviced by secure
lifts and stair access to all levels.

It incorporates 151 one and two-bedroom apartments plus ground
floor space for residents’ use with carparking over a three-level
podium providing spaces for 112 cars, 174 bicycle parking bays
and secured storage cages.

The dwellings are serviced by secure lifts and stair access to
all levels.

These attractively and well-designed apartments by SJB Architects
are conveniently located and will be available to people from the
Victorian Housing Register. HousingFirst received funding for this
project through the Victorian Government’s Social Housing Growth
Fund Build and Operate Program and Development Victoria.

A further 400 apartments are intended to be developed across
future stages 10, 11 and 12 following Stage 9.
When complete, the master-planned redevelopment of the 20
hectare inner suburban site – originally home to the Royal Park
mental health facility then the Athletes’ Village for the 2006

Melbourne Commonwealth Games – will have been transformed
into the Parkville Gardens residential community of approximately
1600 dwellings with an extensive range of facilities.
The Precinct also includes refurbished heritage buildings and
extensive public green space.
New wetlands and parklands have been developed together
with an extensive network of walking and cycling tracks. Parkville
Gardens is close to Royal Park, said to be Melbourne’s largest
green space area!
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Linden Apartments is the cornerstone
of Samma Place Ivanhoe

The success story of Samma Property Group

Linden Apartments, Stage One of Samma Property Group’s
Samma Place Ivanhoe, is an architecturally designed and master
planned development located 10 kilometres north of the CBD.

Founder of Samma Property Group, Sam Abdelmalak forged
a successful career as an engineer for 30 years before opting
for a change of direction.

Today they operate Samma Property Group supported by a large
team of specialists with expertise in planning, land acquisition,
design, construction, sales, finance, law and corporate governance.

Comprising 134 apartments over 2.5 levels of basement
Linden Apartments comprises a combination of one, two and
three bedroom apartments with a level 10 communal area
that includes a lounge and dining facilities, outdoor barbecue
area and sun deck.

In the early 1990s Australia went into what the Treasurer of the day
Paul Keating dubbed “the recession we had to have” and Sam was
one of the thousands of unfortunate Australians who lost their job.

“Our family’s humble beginnings led to us to know the intoxicating
smell of freshly cut timber and newly laid concrete plus gain the
detail and know-how necessary for building craftsman-built homes”
Simon explains.

Linden Apartments Exterior

He was forced to sell the new home he’d lovingly built for his
young family to finance a new business in housing construction.
His background as an engineer and obsession for attention to detail
were crucial factors in his establishing a lofty new standard for
construction quality.

Extensive landscaping to the ground floor podium garden
creates a verdant ambience while planters on many
of the apartment balconies accentuate the complex’s
leafy surroundings.

As demand for Sam’s houses grew his elder son Simon joined
the business to be followed subsequently by brothers Joshua
and Daniel.

The stylish private sheltered driveway leads to a secured
private lobby where a building manager will meet residents
and their guests’ needs seven days a week.

Today Samma Property Group lists completed projects totalling
more than $1.5 billion which includes low-rise and high-rise
residential developments as well as single storey prestige
homes in many of Melbourne’s high-end inner suburbs.

The boys shared the family passion for property throughout
their university days and gained degrees and advanced skills
in planning, design, property, construction, real estate and
information systems.

The building’s distinctive stepped design provides Linden’s
luxury terrace apartments with individual private landscaped
balconies that offer unparalleled views of Melbourne’s
city skyline.
The development incorporates 10 National Disability Insurance
Scheme (NDIS) apartments that provide well designed dwellings
in the right location to allow for more independent living
arrangements, increased community connection and access
to informal supports.

They are justifiably proud of their achievements in the early days
of the company which have held them in good stead to maintain
their position as one of Victoria’s leading property specialists.

Linden Apartments Exterior

Apartments have been meticulously designed to provide
maximum space and natural light throughout, and feature
kitchens with abundant storage and workspaces with stone
bench tops, timber flooring, European appliances and a
choice of colour schemes.
Designer kitchens in the three-bedroom apartments come with
a butler’s pantry, fluted timber cabinetry, stone splashbacks and
SMEG appliances. Prestige fittings and quality stone surfaces
are hallmarks of the spacious, luxury bathrooms.
“We’re delighted that Buxton Construction was chosen to build
Linden Apartments and have no doubt that this prestigious
development will be the cornerstone of Samma Place Ivanhoe,
the flagship development of Samma Property Group,” Buxton
project manager Stewart Berg said.

Linden Apartments Interior

Under construction and due for completion in 2023.

Josh, Sam, Daniel, Simon
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Buxton takes out MBAV Award
for high rise apartments

Meet our new team members

The directors, management and staff extend a
warm welcome to the new team members to our
ranks and wish them success with their careers
at Buxton.

Buxton Construction’s CV Apartments project in
Hawthorn East is the winner of the 2021 Master
Builders’ Association of Victoria’s Excellence in
Construction Award for High Rise Apartments.
The prestigious award is judged on a number of
criteria including quality of construction, site
management, innovation, project management and
value for money which incorporates both method of,
and finalisation of contracting.

CV Apartments Exterior

Developed by Blueprint Projects, the complex
comprises 141 apartments over two towers with
common areas including a 20-metre swimming pool
plus spa and sauna, communal dining area and a
gymnasium.
Buxton was involved from the early stages of
the project which saw the transformation of the
former Bilia of Hawthorn Volvo car showroom and
workshops into the towering residential precinct that
has redefined the Camberwell Junction skyline.
Early days Buxton constructed a full-size display
suite and a marketing office within the confines of the
existing single-storey car showroom then, once the
sales targets had been achieved by the developer,
the old building was demolished and retention works
and excavation for the five level basement car park
commenced.
The complex features two discrete structures over
the multi-level basement: CV1, a stand alone building
consisting of 86 investor-style apartments with its
own entry foyer plus central core.
The other – CVT Tower – a 13-level building with
retail space on the ground floor, three levels of
commercial space and nine levels incorporating 55
high-end apartments including a two-level penthouse.
“The MBAV award is testament to the skill,
commitment and dedication of the Buxton team
members as well as the consultants, sub-contractors
and suppliers whose combined contributions
produced a landmark development of outstanding
style and quality,” Buxton Construction chairman
Andrew Briggs said.

CV Apartments Exterior

Corey Zammit

Finbar Read

Bernie Pretlove

Post Completion Manager

Undergraduate Project Co-ordinator

Construction Worker

Skilled and well versed in construction
techniques, Corey has broad experience
in the challenging area of resolving post
hand-over situations.

Finbar is working on Linden Samma Place
Apartments while completing a Bachelor
of Construction Management degree.

Previously contracted to BHB Construction
(Buxton subsidiary) on the TWO 51 on Swan
Apartments project, Bernie is a valuable
addition to the Buxton team.

Sean Reardon

Robin Siew

Michael Zhang

Senior Site Manager

Senior Contract Administrator

Estimator/Cost Planner

Experienced in all facets of site management
and co-ordination, Sean is a member of the
Linden Samma Place Apartments team.

Robin has worked on large scale projects in
site management and supervisory positions
for more than 10 years.

With a Bachelor of Construction Management
(Honours) a background encompassing all
industry sectors, Michael is an experienced
estimator.

Osman Abd-Rabou

Steven Kingsley

Jackson Pranauskas

Project Co-Ordinator

Senior Site Manager

Undergraduate Project Co-Ordinator

Osman holds a Bachelor of Applied Science
(Construction Management – Hon) at RMIT
and is currently working on the Parkville
Gardens Stage 9 project.

A former employee of Buxton Construction,
Steven has rejoined the team after developing
his skills further working on some of
Melbourne’s prominent landmarks.

Jackson is working on Parkville Gardens
Stage 9 while completing his final year of
studies in Construction Management at RMIT.

Jarrod Bayne

Jemisen Thorne

John Dupuche

HSEQ Co-Ordinator

Construction Worker

Senior Site Manager

Jarrod is highly personable and is a great
addition to the Buxton team to assist in
the management of Health, Safety and
Environmental systems for the business.

Jemisen is a valuable addition to the Buxton
team and a member of the Linden Samma
Place Apartments team.

John joins the Buxton team as Senior Project
Manager on the Forest Ridge project.

Blueprint Projects delighted
with MBAV Award
According to Blueprint Projects director Tony Quinert, the ultimate test
of a residential development is the level of satisfaction buyers – both
owner-occupiers and investors – have with their purchase.
“Blueprint’s prime objective for every project is to deliver an
exceptionally high quality product that meets the needs of our
purchasers and commercial tenants in all respects and we were
delighted, not just for our own gratification but for everyone associated
with CV Apartments, that it took out the 2021 MBAV High Rise
Apartments of the Year Award.”
“The award is a tribute to the highly professional team who worked
with Blueprint Projects on CV Apartments: the countless consultants
and sub-contractors, and the builder Buxton Construction,” Tony said.
Blueprint Projects is renowned as an experienced property and
development group which creates high quality mixed-use, commercial,
retail and residential projects in Melbourne.
“Buxton Construction has now collaborated on, and delivered, more
than $300 million of work for Blueprint Projects including Sandyhill at
Sandringham – also a previous winner of the MBAV Award – a $135
million resort-style development comprised of 454 apartments with
associated facilities over three buildings,” Tony added.
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CURRENT PROJECTS
ELISON APARTMENTS
$13.2m construction of 14 luxury three-level
townhouses each with a large courtyard and
individual basement garages. Residents feature
high ceilings, large rooms and floor to ceiling
glass. Each townhouse has been designed with
a sense of openness and space with abundant
natural light.
Client: JR Investment (Aust) Group Pty Ltd
Project Manager: Tango Projects
Architect: CHT Architects
Structural: Webber Design
Services: ADP Consulting
Building Surveyor: Steve Watson & Partners
Landscape Architect: MDG Landscape Architects
Quantity Surveyor: Ralph Beattie
Bosworth Pty Ltd
46–58 MARLBOROUGH STREET, BALACLAVA
Construction of a six level building comprising
one basement level and 46 apartments.
Client: HousingFirst Limited
Architect: Baldasso Cortese
Structural: Stantec
Services: Stantec
Landscape Architect: Land Design Partnership
Building Surveyor: Steve Watson & Partners
Quantity Surveyor: Ralph Beattie Bosworth
Pty Ltd
PARKVILLE GARDENS STAGE 9
151 one and two bedroom apartments over 16
levels, ground floor reception and communal
space with one basement level carpark.
Client: Bayslore Pty Ltd and Citta Village
Park Pty Ltd
Project Manager: HGW Projects & Frasers
Property
Architect: SJB Architects
Structural: Rincovitch
Civil: Reeds Consulting
Services: Ascot Consulting Engineers
Landscape Architect: Site Image
Landscape Architects
Building Surveyor: Philip Chun
Quantity Surveyor: Napier & Blackeley

FAIRWAY BAYSIDE AGED CARE
Project Management for the expansion of
existing facilities from 65 bed to 84 bed
complete with basement carpark
Client: Fairway Bayside Aged Care Inc.
Project Manager: Buxton Construction
Architect: VIA Architects
Services: Wrap Engineering
Town Planner: SJB Planning
Structure: BDD Engineering
Building Surveyor: RBS
Landscape Architect: MemLa Landscapes
ESD: Sustainable Development Consultants
Traffic Engineer: Traffix Group
SAMMA PLACE
$47m mixed use development of 16 levels over
2 level basement comprising of 134 apartments.
Amenities include an outdoor entertainment
area including cinema, BBQ, spa and common
lounge/dining, ground floor offices, pet wash,
gym and yoga studio all complete with expansive
landscaping.
Client: Samma Property Group
Architect: Peddle Thorp Architects
Structural: Meinhardt/Bonacci
Services: The O’Neill Group
Town Planner: Tract
Landscape Architect: Mala Studio
ESD: ARK Resources
Acoustic Engineer: Acoustic Logic
Building Surveyor: Steve Watson & Partners
Quantity Surveyor: WT Partnership
RESERVOIR PRIMARY SCHOOL
Redevelopment of the existing administration
building, construction of new 2 level “STEAM”
and Music Pavilion and extensive landscaping.
Client: Victorian School Building Authority
Superintendent: Meinhardt Project Management
Architect: DesignInc Melbourne
Structural / Civil Engineer: Taylor Thomson
Whitting
Services: Cundall
Building Surveyor: Philip Chun
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This newsletter expresses the views and opinions
of Buxton Construction. Its contents are believe to
be accurate at the time of publishing. However, no
responsibility is accepted by Buxton Construction for
any loss suffered by any person or corporation taking
action, or refraining from taking action, based on its
contents.

