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Welcome
The construction industry is travelling well at a time when 
some sectors – hospitality, automotive and retail to name 
a few – are experiencing headwinds. Large construction 
and infrastructure projects are abundant, contributing 
significantly to the health of our state’s economy.

Although conditions are undoubtedly buoyant there has 
been a quantum change in the dynamics of the industry  
in recent years.  

Longer working hours and stressful working conditions 
are par for the course these days while competition is 
intense and margins tight, making it more challenging 
than ever before to deliver a quality product at a 
reasonable profit.

Stringent regulatory and occupational health and safety 
requirements mean we have to be constantly on our toes 
to ensure conformity with the relevant regulations while, 
at the same time, focusing on our core activities. 

The recently introduced industrial manslaughter laws 
expose directors to even greater risks but these risks  
are not quantified.

There’s a fine line between meeting deadlines and 
containing costs, and delivering the quality the market 
demands. Improved methods and materials have made 
life a bit easier but these are offset to some degree by  
a shortage of skills, especially in the trades.

With reduced numbers of school leavers opting for 
apprenticeships and fewer companies employing 
apprentices, more young people attracted by the industry 
are seeking tertiary building qualifications which is 
certainly not a bad thing: quite the contrary, they are  
the future of our industry. 

At Buxton we’re focused on recruiting the right people 
and encouraging, training and mentoring qualified up and 
comers while also taking on apprentices.

In an ever changing construction landscape it’s a matter 
of learning to adapt, accepting change and working within 
new parameters.

Buxton Construction has always been committed to the 
highest standard of build quality and, regardless of the 
prevailing conditions, will never compromise when it 
comes to the quality of product, project delivery,  
safety and workmanship.

Andrew Briggs, Managing Director                                   
Andrew Hume, Director

National award for The Benson

The Benson Bathroom

The Benson

Melbourne architect Demaine Partnership has received 
the Property Council of Australia National Retirement 
Living Award for Design Excellence for The Benson – a 
$28 million high-end retirement living facility – in Toorak 
which was built by Buxton Construction.

Designed to create a collegiate relationship with the 
adjacent St Peter’s Church, courtyard and landscaped 
spaces between the buildings create a gathering space 
and form a threshold to the new parish hall and offices. 

A discrete portico – facing Toorak Road – marks the 
entrance of the retirement residences.

The melding of new and old extends to the roof and facade 
detail of the building with steep roof pitches and the use 
of traditional materials such as roughcast render, brick, 
timber and decorative panels and mouldings combined 
with proportioned windows.

“This response extends beyond site boundaries 
to reflect the style of the many surrounding 
fine apartments and houses of the early 1900s 
and allows The Benson to blend into this 
broader context,” said Demaine Partnership  
director Michael Jeffreson.

The interior and shared spaces feature panelled walls, 
stone floors and fireplaces together with custom made 
carpets and light fittings that add a richness to the areas, 
creating an intimate residential ambience.

“This a deliberate strategy that allows 
residents to regard these spaces as an 
extension to the living areas of their luxury 
apartments and avoids the impersonal 
atmosphere reminiscent of the hotel-style 
retirement concept,” Michael explained.

“We were delighted to have built The Benson 
and congratulate the team at Demaine 
Partnership headed by directors Michael 
Jeffreson and Simon Hanger for the classical 
design of this superb retirement complex and 
associated communal facilities,” Buxton managing 
director Andrew Briggs said.

At the official opening of Peninsula Kingswood 
Country Golf Club’s $28 million clubhouse, 
Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews said, 

“Peninsula Kingswood is a gift to the 
game of golf: a great test that sits 
comfortably alongside Melbourne’s 
other sandbelt gems like Royal 
Melbourne and Kingston Heath.”

Buxton Construction built the clubhouses  
at all three of these courses but the story 
doesn’t end there: the company’s proud CV  
also includes clubhouses at Moonah Links, 
Portsea, Eastern, Hidden Valley, Eynesbury  
and Yering Meadows.

Peninsula Kingswood Country Golf Club

Premier endorsement
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CV Apartments

Located within the Camberwell Junction precinct, Pamato 
Corporation’s $121 million CV Apartments ranks among 
Melbourne’s most prestigious mixed-use developments 
outside the CBD.

Comprising two residential towers – CV and No 1 Porter 
Street, which rise 13 and 11 levels respectively – over a 
five-level basement, the development has 16 retail outlets 
on the ground floor, three levels of offices and a total of 
140 quality apartments.

CV consists of 55 one, two and three-bedroom apartments 
– which are all owner-occupied – and affords residents 
unparalleled luxury, panoramic views and exclusive 
access to a podium-level infinity pool and sundeck 
together with barbeque areas, spa and sauna on level 5.

“CV sets the bar very high with generous floor 
plans, private terraces and an exceptionally 
high standard of finishes. But unlike most 
multi-apartment developments, which offer 
limited interior alternatives, purchasers had 
the flexibility of customising apartments to 
their individual taste and requirements,”  
Pamato director Paul Tuddenham said.

“The end result was outstanding.  
Our purchasers were delighted with the 
outcome in every case which was due in no 
small measure to the efforts of Buxton’s 
project team who managed the process so 
efficiently and professionally,” Paul explained.

No 1 Porter Street, which consists of 85 one and  
two-bedroom apartments with terraces over 10 levels,  
is aimed at a different market. 

“It has common design features and a 
comparable high standard of workmanship 
and quality finishes but is priced at a more 
affordable entry level,” Paul confirmed.

CV’s cascading glass façade with high performance, 
double-glazed windows reacts to the varying 
environmental conditions, creating a striking exterior 
appearance while residents have the convenience of 
secure basement parking, video intercom, private lobby 
with concierge, mail room and express lift services.

CV Apartments set a new standard

CV Apartments Common Lounge

CV Apartments & Office

CV Apartments Level 5 PodiumCV Office Entry
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“There were no hassles with upgrading the 
major appliances while those that were not 
included in the contract were sourced and 
installed by Buxton,” Leonie explains.

To say the couple is thrilled with the home they plan  
to spend their retirement years in would be  
an understatement. 

“Leonie and I had to wait almost four years to 
move into CV but it has certainly been worth 
every minute of it. We have an exquisite home 
that’s superbly designed and finished thanks  
to both Pamato and Buxton,” said Peter.

7

Harrow Street Box Hill Car Park

Successful partnership shapes the end result
Designed by MGS Architects, the $13 million car park 
for the City of Whitehorse in Harrow Street Box Hill is a 
five-level, multi-deck development incorporating a street 
frontage for retail and commercial tenancies.

The car park, which provides the people of Box Hill with 
an additional 217 car parking bays in the vicinity, nine 
accessible bays, 12 bicycle racks, 12 motor cycle spaces 
and four electric vehicle charging stations on the ground 
level, has CCTV throughout.

Buxton Construction was awarded a $500,000 extension 
to the contract for the fit-out of a community centre on 
levels one and two of the development as well as the 
retail areas on the ground floor.

“The contract extension negotiated with council 
meant Buxton was able to fast track fit-out 
works to coincide with the opening of the car 
park,” Buxton Construction operations manager  
Jeremy Laird said.

The building, which is primarily a steel structure with 
concrete floor slabs and pre-cast panels to lift and 
stairwell shafts, features decorative metal cladding  
to the façade.

The project, which was a finalist in the National Parking 
Industry Awards, included landscaping as an aesthetic 
measure to integrate the car park with the adjacent  
parklands.

“This was a prime example of what can 
be achieved when the client and building 
contractor are on the same page. Our 
partnership with Whitehorse City Council 
was such that we commenced the project on 
exceptionally good terms which continued 
throughout the construction period and proved 
to be a catalyst for the successful outcome,” 
Jeremy added.

When Leonie and Peter Silk decided to leave their North 
Balwyn family home of more than 30 years and purchase 
apartments 701 and 702 at CV they were determined to 
make the most of the move.

“We’d bought the apartments in February 
2016 so had plenty of time to get it right. 
Amalgamating the two dwellings was a 
challenge but we couldn’t speak more highly  
of the assistance we received from the 
developer Pamato and Buxton Construction, 
they were just so helpful,” Peter said.

A number of major internal changes were made including 
converting what had been the master bedroom in 702 to 
an expansive kitchen and living area to take advantage of 
the striking view of Melbourne’s skyline.

“Our design requests were accommodated 
willingly except of course where changes would 
have impacted on the structural integrity of the 
building and we ended up with far more than 
we expected,” a delighted Leonie and Peter advised.

The quality of the interior finishes and attention to detail 
– especially in the luxuriously appointed kitchen – have 
made a lasting impression on Leonie. 

“From the classical stone top on the six-
metre-long kitchen bench to the calibre 
of the cabinetry and appliances as well as 
little touches like power points in cupboards, 
everything is spot-on.”

CV Apartment

CV Residents

CV Apartments, which now dominates the Camberwell 
Junction skyline, is a far cry from the former building 
on the site; a nondescript single-storey European motor 
vehicle sales showroom.

But the process that culminated with the completion of 
the landmark $121 million structure was an exceptionally 
complex, challenging and time-consuming journey says 
Paul Tuddenham, director of the Pamato Corporation,  
the developer of CV Apartments.

After recognising a niche market existed for a top-end, 
multi-level residential apartment complex in the region, 
Pamato became aware of the Camberwell Road site in 
2006 but the existing tenant had an option to buy.

Following protracted negotiations and a great amount of 
spadework spanning several years, the land was finally 
acquired and sales commenced in 2014. 

“Everything seemed to be falling into place 
but then we were dealt a body blow when the 
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
(VCAT) rejected the proposal.” 

“We knew we had an outstanding design that 
was appropriate to the site and rather than 
make wholesale changes we tweaked the 
design and made improvements in a number 
of areas then re-submitted to VCAT, this time 
successfully,” Paul observed wryly.

Once Pamato was given the green light by VCAT, Buxton 
commenced constructing true-to-life display suites of 
apartments for both towers within the confines of the 
original car showroom. 

“Buxton did a superb job managing and fitting 
out the display suites under particularly tight 
time constraints which necessitated the team 
working right up to the night before the  
official opening,” said Paul Tuddenham.

Perseverance wins out!

Apartment 701 four years in the making
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CV APARTMENTS
A $121m, 140 apartment development 
in  Hawthorn East  consist ing of  two 
resident ial  towers, four- levels of 
commercial  tenancies and f ive-levels  
of  basement car parking.

Client :  Pamato Pty Ltd

Architect :  E lenberg Fraser

Interior  Design:  Hecker Guthrie  and 
Watson Young Architects

Structural/Civi l :  Adams Consult ing 
Engineers

Services:  S impson Kotzman

Building Surveyor:  Reddo

Quantity  Surveyor:  Rider Levett  Bucknal l

RECENTLY COMPLETED PROJECTS

MORGAN ASSISTED L IV ING 
APARTMENTS
$35m construct ion of  62 assisted l iv ing 
apartments over three levels with one 
level  of  basement carparking. Resident 
faci l i t ies include c inema, bar, café , 
act iv i ty  room and pr ivate dining room

Client :  BASSCare

Project  Manager:  McMull in  Property

Architect :  Smith & Tracey Architects

Structural :  4D Workshop 

Hydraul ic :  C lements Consultants

Electrical/Mechanical :  Fryda Dorne

Fire:  Omni i

Landscape Architect :  Xurban

Building Surveyor:  PLP Bui ld ing Surveyor

Quantity  Surveyor:  Trevor Main & Associates

NELSON BOURKE STAGE 2 
Construct ion of  49 resident ial  apartments 
over four levels , including a two level 
basement car park.

Client :  Orion International Group 
Development

Project  Manager:  Duo Projects

Architect :  C&K Architecture

Services:  Meinhardt

Structural :  WSP Civ i l  and Structural 

Bui lding Surveyor:  Phi l ip  Chun & 
Associates

Quantity  Surveyor:  Rider Levett  Bucknal l

IVANHOE L IBRARY &  
CULTURAL HUB
The $29m l ibrary and cultural  hub for 
Ivanhoe consists of  a  modern accessible 
l ibrary, art  gal lery, conference and 
meet ing spaces, maternal  and chi ld health 
suites , theatrette and cafe .

Client :  Banyule Ci ty  Counci l

Architect :  Croxon Ramsay

Structural/Civi l :  Weber

Services:  Umow Lai

Landscape Architect :  ACLA Consultants

Building Surveyor:  Banyule BPI

Quantity  Surveyor:  Slattery Austral ia

ROSEBUD AQUATIC CENTRE
Construct ion of  a  new aquat ic  centre 
compris ing indoor 50m eight  lane pool , 
warm water and learn to swim pools , aqua 
play area, spa sauna and steam rooms, 
family  change v i l lage, of f ices, recept ion, 
cafe , entry foyer, health club including 
program rooms, social  space, gymnasium, 
mult i-purpose room, wel lness centre , 
external  terraced areas and landscaping.

Client :  Mornington Peninsula Shire Counci l

Project  Manager:  Coffey Projects

Architect :  Peddle Thorp Architects

Structural/Civi l :  WGA

Services:  BRT Consult ing

Landscape Architect :  Urbis

Aquatic  Engineering:  Hydrautech Designs

Building Surveyor:  BSGM Consult ing

Quali ty  Surveyor:  Turner & Townsend

OFFICE F ITOUT 
$1.2m f i t  out  of  of f ice space on Level  2  
-  143 Camberwell  Road, Hawthorn East .

Client :  Pamato

Architect :  Watson Young Architects

Building Surveyor:  Reddo

SWAN STREET RICHMOND
Six-level  mixed use development including 
29 apartments over f ive levels , two levels 
of  basement car parking and ground  
f loor retai l .

Client :  Blueprint  Projects

Architect :  Watson Young Architects

Structural :  Adams Consult ing Engineers 

Services:  HR Consult ing

Town Planner:  SJB Planning

Building Surveyor:  Reddo


